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Kate Smith’s work at the Museum of Fine Arts in Boston focuses on the technical examination of 
the 17th century Dutch and Flemish collection. A greater understanding of her work can be 
found in the findings from two pieces explained below.

“Recent examination of Man on Horseback by Gerard ter Borch and Winter Skating Scene by 
Barent Avercamp have revealed intresting insights into the artists' process. In the case of the 
ter Borch, infrared reflectography and an x-radiograph of the painting showed many subtle 
shifts made in the position of the horse and rider. The artist painted the hat, armor, and horse's 
front legs two or three different ways before arriving at the final arrangement and covering his 
tracks with the last layer of paint. 

“The Avercamp scene was initially drawn in thin dark lines, establishing each part of the compo-
sition in a loose sketch revealed below the paint layer in infrared. However, when it came time 
to paint the scene, the artist used the detailed drawing as a cursory guide only; many figures 
and objects were painted in different positions than planned, while some figures were not 
painted at all, abandoned to invisibilty until revealed by modern technology. Taken as individual 
records, these discoveries are curious and quite interesting, but they can also take on added 
significance in the larger context of an artist's oeuvre or when comparing the work of one artist 
to another. Style and medium of underdrawing and a habit of compositional changes can be a 
sort of handwriting to help identify characteristic technique when attribution is in question. 
Technical examination provides an investigative tool to complement art historical connoisseur-
ship."

Kate Smith graduated from Smith College in 1994 with a B.A. in art history and a concentration 
in studio art after which she completed internships in the conservation labs of the National Gal-
lery of Art, Washington D.C. and the Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum in Boston.  She received 
her masters in paintings conservation from Buffalo State College in 2001 and completed a post-
graduate internship at the Straus Center for Conservation at the Harvard Art Museum the fol-
lowing year, focusing on the infrared examination of paintings. She continued at the Straus 
Center as assistant conservator and project supervisor for the restoration of two mural cycles at 
the Boston Public Library, John Singer Sargent’s Triumph of Religion and Edwin Austin Abbey’s 
The Quest for the Holy Grail .  In 2004-05, Kate spent 10 months working for Gianfranco Poco-
bene Studio as project supervisor for the conservation of John La Farge’s mural decoration at 
Trinity Church, Boston. Following this project, she held positions as assistant conservator at 
both the Straus Center and the Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum until beginning her current 
position at the MFA.

Special Speaker, Kate Smith
Assistant Paintings Conservator, Museum of Fine Arts, Boston 

Saturday, September 11, 10:30 a.m. Hutchinson Center
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New Student Orientation
Are you attending Senior College for the 
first time or is this perhaps the second 
class you’ve attended? Come see what it’s 
all about. A special orientation will be held 
before class the first day, Thursday, Sep-
tember 16th at 8:45 and again at 12:15. 
We’ll let you know what it’s all about, 
where the cookies are found at break, how 
we entice our fabulous faculty, and we’ll 
give you a chance to ask questions. 

Community Column

Camden Conference

Save the dates! The 24th Annual Camden 
Conference - The Challenges of Asia - will 
take place February 18-20, 2011. Live 
conference will be streamed from the 
Camden Opera House to the Hutchinson 
Center, Belfast as well as the 
Strand, Rockland and the Grand, Ells-
worth.    

One of the first community events will 
be Professor Paul Holman of 
UMO  speaking on “ The Kremlin in 
Asia ”, September 14th, 6:30PM at the 
Belfast Free Library.

Writer’s Group Forming

From Norbert Nathanson: “Since retire-
ment, I have taken great pleasure in writ-
ing and have recently joined a writer's 
group organized by the Coastal Senior Col-
lege, that meets monthly to read and react 
to each other's works. I'm enjoying the 
experience and wonder if perhaps a similar 
group might be welcomed at the Belfast 
Senior College. If you are a member of 
Belfast Senior College and write: fiction, 
non-fiction, essays, poetry, memoir, 
op.ed. and have interest in forming such a 
group, please contact me at 
norbhnat@localnet.com or call me at 207 
338 6481 and we'll organize such a 
group.

Annual Meeting Luncheon
The Senior College annual meeting lunch-
eon will be held on Thursday, September 
23rd, immediately following the morning 
classes at 11:30. We hope you will attend.

Your Senior College Survey

Over 350 senior college members com-
pleted the survey this past spring. Some 
items of interest:

�x 70% of our members are female, 27% 
male . . .  and the other 3%?

�x 62% of our members first heard about 
SC from another member.

�x 49% of our members are in their six-
ties, 35% in their seventies, 8% in 
their fifties, 6% in their eighties and 
1% in their nineties.

Habitat For Humanity

A new home is being built in the Belfast 
area. Help is needed in the office as well as 
pounding nails. If you’d like to part of this 
exciting project, 
you may call them at 338-2344 
or email them    hfhwc@bluestreak.com
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Senior College Dollars and Cents
Have you ever wondered what senior college spends on the wonderful refreshments served at our classes, special events and 
receptions?

On July 1, 2010, we began a new budget year and thought you might enjoy knowing more about where our operating income 
comes from and, more importantly, how it is spent.

Our income for the upcoming year is expected to be about $55,000.  Our membership fees generate $12,000; our course fees 
total $26,500; special trips/activities, $15,000; and interest income and miscellaneous produce the remainder of our $55,000 
annual income.

Senior college expenses are expected to also total $55,000.  Our major expenses include a textbook-instructional supplies line 
item of $13,000.  Our newsletter and other promotional materials are budgeted at $5,000.  Our classroom rent to the Hutchinson 
Center is expected to cost $4,500.  Our coffee breaks will be about $7,000.  Our special events include our Arts Festival, our 
annual meeting, our faculty recognition and countless trips and special programsand have a budget of $18,000.  Our administra-
tive costs including postage, photocopying, insurance and misc. office expenses are expected to cost $7,000.  In all, our ex-
penses will approach $55,000 so that we will end the year with a balanced budget on June 30, 2011.

Our college maintains a modest fund balance from other years which helps to smooth out cash flow gaps.

*The Special Events Account is essentially a pass-through account for income-expense directly from members taking SC trips.

Finally, our ability to offer great courses and special programs depends entirely on our membership.  As an all-volunteer or-
ganization, no person is paid and we urge you to volunteer to help operate your college.  Your involvement both personally and 
financially make our senior college the success that it is.

Incoming – FYE 6-30-2011

Membership fees $12,000

Course fees   26,500

Special events   15,000*

Interest and all other     1,500

TOTAL Expected Revenues $55,000

Outgoing – FYE 6-30-2011

Textbook/instructional supplies $13,000

Newsletter & promotional materials     5,000

Rent – Hutchinson Center     4,500

Coffee breaks     7,000

Special events   18,000*

Administrative/office costs     7,000

All other        500

Total expected expenses $55,000
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Senior College Scholarships
Scholarships are available for Senior College. Speak to one of the officers if 
you need help taking classes. (see back page)

Food in Film and Literature
Delectable dishes play a key role in some of 
our best movies and books. What was served 
in Babette’s Feast? Who ate the Fried Green 
Tomatoes? Come enjoy some good movies 
and good stories, and learn what they served 
for Breakfast at Tiffany’s.

Conversational French
If you’ve had at least a couple of years of high 
school French but never developed any confi-
dence speaking the language, bienvenue!

Photography 101
Has fiddling with your digital camera gotten in 
your way of recalling what makes a good pho-
tograph? See if you can get into this class, 
which is limited to 12 students.

Mainescapes
Would you like to get the inside scoop on the 
outside stuff? Here’s your chance to learn 
about local landscapes of all kinds from a top 
naturalist.

AFTERNOON CLASSES 1:00 - 3:00 P.M.

Hidden Children of France
Were you aware that during World War II 
French citizens saved six out of seven Jewish 
children from the Nazis? Hear about the sto-
ries of eighteen of these survivors.

Climbing Your Family Tree
Have you ever wondered just who your ances-
tors were? Were they civic leaders or crimi-
nals? In this introduction to genealogy, you’ll 
learn how to begin to find out.

Apes, Angels, and Victorians
Why did it take Darwin so long to publish his 
theory of evolution, and how did his contem-
poraries react to it? 

Fall Classes at a Glance

It’s not too late to register for fall classes, which 
begin on Thursday, September 16, though regis-
tering as early as possible is a great help for us 
in determining the number of textbooks to order. 
Please use the registration form that came with 
your course catalog, if possible. A blank one is 
available on the Senior College website, near the 
bottom of the Courses page.

MORNING CLASSES 9:30 - 11:30 A.M.

Maine Weather
Everything you ever wanted to know about the 
one topic everyone’s talking about —from the 
science of predicting the weather in Maine  to 
the literature, art, and folklore about it. Special 
guest appearance by a celebrity TV weatherman.

National Security Under Obama
Hear how a foreign affairs expert evaluates the 
successes and failures of the first half of the 
Obama Administration and the challenges facing 
America’s intelligence system.

The Music of Bob Dylan
Find out what answers were really blowing in the 
wind and why this singer has had more impact 
on popular music in the last half century than 
any other individual. 

Prophets of the Old Testament
Who were these men and why have their teach-
ings resonated in literature down through the 
ages? 

Exploring the Art of the Counter-Renaissance
The 16th century marked the beginning of the 
world as we know it, with all the tensions in art, 
politics, and science that are still with us today. 
Come find out how.
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Community Service Committee
Come see us in September. . .

The Community Service committee is 
looking forward to another year of com-
munity outreach, and would love to have 
you join us. We have several areas of 
volunteerism - one that I am sure would 
suit your talents and time. Most of our 
projects require only a few hours once or 
twice a year, while others require just an 
hour a week.   Many who have partici-
pated in them have told me that they get 
back far more than they give. We will be 
hosting a Community Service Information 
table the first two weeks of classes to in-
troduce you to what we do and to provide 
you with information about each project 
and about our committee.   So, please 
come and see us!

With Many Thanks,

Gail Smith, Community Service Chair

P.S.

One of the areas where we will be need-
ing help soon is for the Neighbor for 
Neighbor Holiday Food Basket Pro-
ject. Our part in this is just to check in by 
phone with Senior Citizens to see if they 
want one of these baskets for the holi-
days. There are only 8-10 calls to make 
and we give everyone a list and complete 
instructions. Please call me at 338-3704 
or stop by the Community Service table 
for more information or to volunteer.

What Do They Believe?
Come hear how a Christian minister, a Bud-
dhist priest, and a Muslim imam answer the 
question, “What should everyone know about 
your religion?”

A Fresh Look at Our Solar System
During our lifetimes we’ve learned more about 
the sun and its planets than everything we’d 
ever known about them before. Just what 
have we discovered?

Elementary Bridge
Learn about the “fun” parts of this game, 
things like slam bidding and penalty doubles. 
A delightful Bronze Life Master will show you 
the way.

Capturing the Colors of Autumn
Mid-September looks nothing like late Octo-
ber, and this intermediate watercolor class will 
help you paint the difference.

SPECIAL CLASSES

Facebook—Neat Idea or Threat to Civilization?
Appalled at the thought of having personal 
information about yourself out in cyberspace 
for everyone to see? Or are you just curious 
to find out what all the fuss is about? Here’s a 
one-day seminar that will tell you all you need 
know to join up or avoid it forever. Takes 
place Tuesday, October 5, from 9:30 to 2:30, 
with a lunch included.

Three Centuries of Comic Opera
Laugh your way through the centuries with 
three great operas: The Marriage of Figaro, 
Falstaff, and A Midsummer’s Night Dream. All 
on the big screen with superb sound in the 
comfort of the Hutchinson Center Auditorium 
on three Saturday afternoons: September 25, 
October 30, and November 20—all at 1:30.
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Maine Senior College
Network Forum
All members of senior college are invited 
to attend the Forum on November 8, 
2010 at Point Lookout from 9:30 a.m. to 
3:30 p.m. The event will include a conti-
nental breakfast and also lunch. A regis-
tration form will be available shortly.

The Purpose of this Exciting Forum
We want you to share your senior college 
story!  We will discuss:
�x How our senior college came to be
�x How the Maine Senior College Network 

was formed
�x And how can we further Maine’s life-

long learning future

We are hoping past and future leaders 
within our senior college will participate.  
Please join us for what we anticipate will 
be lively discussion that will lead to the 
generation of many ideas for the future of 
your senior college and the Maine Senior 
College Network.

A Senior Scholar Day Conference will 
occur the following day at Point Lookout.

[Editors note: We will bring you further 
information as it becomes available]

Hutchinson Center Opens 
National Literacy Month
With Exhibit at Fernald Gallery

“The courageous men and women por-
trayed in these photographs have achieved 
literacy skills and met personal goals 
through their dedicated work with Literacy 
Volunteers. They inspire others with low 
literacy or limited English-speaking back-
ground to accomplish similar life-changing 
results.” So affirms Patrick Walsh, coordina-
tor of Literacy Volunteers of Waldo County, 
about the significance of the FACES OF LIT-
ERACY: VOICES OF COURAGE exhibition.

Literacy Volunteers of Waldo County, in co-
operation with the University of Maine Hut-
chinson Center will host the exhibit in the 
Fernald Gallery from September 8—
December 17, 2010. The public is invited to 
the opening reception to be held Tuesday, 
September 14 from 5:30—7:00. p.m. in the 
Atrium.

Dr. Sue McCullough, Director of the Hut-
chinson Center, comments “This collection 
of remarkable photographs and stories 
presents a wonderful opportunity to let our 
community know more about the important 
work of Maine’s Literacy Volunteers.”

A Piano for the Hutchinson Center

A virtually new Kohler and Campbell spinet piano was delivered to the Hutchinson Center on July 6 
by Jim and Jo Wescott, Belfast residents and Senior College members. 

The piano, which was in the home of Jim’s sister in Portsmouth, NH, was given to Senior College by 
Jim's niece, Amy Hope Hillis. The piano has been appraised, tuned, fitted with a permanent dolly to 
make it easy to move, and provided with a protective cover. It is housed in the conference room at 
the end of the new wing.  The piano will be made available for events sponsored by both the Hut-
chinson Center and Senior College after a "piano policy" governing its use has been developed.

Our thanks to Jim and Jo for their thoughtfulness in suggesting the idea to his niece.
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SENIOR COLLEGE RETURNS TO BOSTON
MUSEUMS, MUSIC, & THEATER

October 26-28, 2010 

The Special Events Committee is offering a Boston cultural sampler—three days, two nights 
in Boston to take in the symphony, a stage play, and four museums including----

Boston Symphony Orchestra –Barber’s Overture to The School for Scandal ; Beethoven’s 
Violin Concerto in D, Opus 61; and Tchaikovsky’s Symphony No. 5. (www.bso.org)

Museum of Fine Arts where we will spend a morning with a tour guide with plenty of free 
time to explore or relax. As part of the tour MFA paintings conservator Kate Smith will 
explain the conservation treatment of a Dutch master currently being exhibited. Kate, 
daughter of Dianne & Ray Smith, will also be making a presentation to Senior College in 
Belfast on September 11 talking about her work on 17 th century Dutch paintings in the 
MFA collection.  (www.mfa.org)

Huntington Theater Company’s production of Circle Mirror Transformation, by Annie 
Baker. This comedy set in fictional Shirley, Vermont was voted one of the top ten plays 
of 2009 by the New York Times and was an off-Broadway hit. 
(www.huntingtontheatre.org)

JFK Library & Museum to see the Kennedy presidential exhibits and visit the Ernest He-
mingway papers which are housed there. To enhance this experience Kim Smith (an 
English teacher and Academic Dean at Boston College High School, and Dianne & Ray’s 
other daughter) will select a Hemingway story for us to read in advance and will lead 
our discussion of it. At the library we will have an opportunity to see the related He-
mingway papers. (www.jfklibrary.org)

Institute of Contemporary Art is located in a controversial modern waterfront building 
with spectacular views of Boston harbor. ICA’s permanent and temporary exhibits of 
contemporary art will be a contrast to the MFA. (www.icaboston.org)

DeCordova Sculpture Park & Museum in Lincoln, MA has a collection of modern and 
contemporary American art focusing on New England art. It has the only permanent 
sculpture park in New England covering 35 acres. (www.decordova.org)

The trip includes coach bus transportation, two nights in a recently renovated, conveniently 
located hotel, one lunch, two breakfasts, and admission to all museums and perform-
ances. The bus will load at the Hutchinson Center south parking lot at 7:30am on October 
26, and will return by 10pm on October 28. Cost for members is $430 (double occupancy), 
$595 (single occupancy). Non-members, add $25. 

The cut off date for registering is September 24 , but don’t delay. There are limited 
spaces available for this trip, so get your registration form (see other side) in soon. If 
you have any questions, contact Ray Smith (548-2141). 
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BOSTON TRIP 
REGISTRATION FORM

NAME_____________________________________________________

MAILING ADDRESS________________________________________

TELEPHONE______________________   E-MAIL________________

EVENT:   Boston      DATE:  October 26-28, 2010

_____  DOUBLE OCCUPANCY ($430 enclosed; non-members add $25 ) 
OR

_____  SINGLE OCCUPANCY ($595 enclosed; non-members add $25)

____ I am a member of Senior College   ____ I am not a member of Senior College

All trips are subject to cancellation when there are not enough registrants.  Payment is fi-
nal, but refundable if the trip is cancelled.  If any registrant cancels prior to the trip, his or 
her money will be refunded only if there is a waiting list.  Please call Marilyn Caron, Chair of 
the Special Events Committee, at 763-3940 with any questions.

Through my signature on this registration form, I agree to hold harmless for any personal 
injury claims the University of Maine Senior College and the University of Maine Hutchinson 
Center.

__________________ ___________________________
         (date) (signature)

Send check made out to “Senior College” and this registration form to:
Senior College
University of Maine Hutchinson Center
Attn: Special Events Committee
80 Belmont Ave.
Belfast, ME 04915

You will receive a phone call confirming receipt of this registration.

Senior College admits members regardless of race, color, sexual orientation and national or 
ethnic origin 
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Senior College Committee Chairs

Archives Committee—
Shirley Jarvella, 338-6346

Community Service—
Gail Smith, 338-3704

Curriculum—
Charles Courant, 338-2782
Dale Kuhnert, 338-2160

Membership—
Pat Jones, 236-3550 

Nominating—
Dianne Smith, 548-2141

Public Relations—
Jean Lenderking, 338-0128

Special Events—
Marilyn Caron, 763-3940

Volunteers—
David Beebe, 223-4757

Senior College Board of Trustees

Jim Patterson, President, 236-6680
Larry Theye, Vice President, 338-4852
Doug Smith, Treasurer, 338-3704
Judy Beebe, Secretary, 223-4757
Sue McCullough, ex officio, 338-8000

Betty Breslin Sallie Leighton

Patricia Griffith Debbie Mitchell

Ron Jarvella Robert Rackmales  

Alden Johnson Peter Reilly

Pat Jones Michael Simon

Joel Karp Jane Strauss

Dale Kuhnert

Newsletter Editor, Debbie Mitchell
338-1255 —  dmitch2663@msn.com 

Don’t Miss

Kate Smith, Art Conservator

Saturday, September 11th 10:30 a.m.


